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Translator’s note
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In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent. And
may the abundant peace and blessings of Allah be upon the final
messenger Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah, his family, his companions
and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of
Resurrection.

Thereafter:

In front of you is a translation of the book:
Wzl & e Lo
Ar-Rida ‘an Allah bi-Qadaihi

Written by the Hafidh Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya rahimahullahu ta’ala. The
words of the title can be translated to: Being pleased with Allah in
His decree.

The tahqiq is the one of Diya Al-Hasan As-Salafi.

As it is mentioned in the biography of the author, then many of the
aspects of knowledge which he gathered became relied upon in
their respective subjects. This also applies for this book, which is a
reference for those who mentioned these narrations after Ibn Abi
Ad-Dunya.

As for the correctness of the narrations, then I have mentioned the
conclusion of the muhaqqgiq of the translated tahqiq upon each
narration, except if the words were ascribed to the Prophet
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) or one of the Sahabah (radiAllahu
‘anhum) in which I have included a little more detail.

The issues of raqaiq (things that softens the heart) — and other
similar issues, that do not contain a ruling or evidence for
something allowed or forbidden — are from the issues in which the
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Salaf would be lenient when they narrated. And so I did not give a
great amount of attention to this.

Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdi — rahimahullah — said:
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“When we narrate from the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
regarding halal, haram and the ahkam then we are very strict in the asanid
(chains of narration) and we look after the fault in the narrators. But when
we narrate regarding the benefits of the deeds, the reward and the
punishment, and the mubah and the invocations, then we are lenient in
the chains of narration.” (Al-Mustadrak “ala As-Sahihayn)

So I advise the reader not to look too much into this, and instead
put his focus on recognizing himself — or the lack thereof — in the
narrations mentioned in this book. Because the intention of the
author — without the slightest doubt - is to encourage the reader to
search his soul, hold it to account, correct it, discipline it and for
him to reach a higher and better degree for his soul in front of Allah
‘azza wa jalla.

Whoever wants to, can return to the footnotes in the tahgig of Diya
Al-Hasan As-Salafi, where he mentioned the credibility of all the
narrators as they were mentioned in the chains of narrations.



The reasons for translating this book

For the attentive hearts there are always benefits to harvest from
each and every subject from subjects of Islamic knowledge. So the
reader pays attention when he reads, strives in achieving a correct
intention and an honest assessment of himself in the light of the
evidences and the narrations. And by this, he becomes from those
about whom Allah — the Exalted - said:
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“Those who listen to the word and follows the best thereof. They
are those whom Allah has guided, and they are the people of
understanding.” (Az-Zumar 39:18)

And so, Iliked to point to three issues which I encourage the reader
to pay attention to when reading this book, and that also were the
reasons for me choosing to translate this book.

The first issue: The manhaj of the Salaf is not merely ‘aqidah

We proudly claim to be believers in and followers of the Quran and
the Sunnah according to the understanding of the Salaf. But
sometimes we tend to forget, that the manhaj (methodology or way)
of the Salaf is not restricted to issues of ‘agidah and belief. Rather,
those among the Salaf, who became known as the leaders of the
religion and the Sunnah, were not only known for their correct
‘aqidah. Rather they were role models when it came to beautiful
manners, humility, humbleness, treating the family with kindness
and justice, fairness, seeing mistakes in themselves before others,
truthfulness, being hardworking, seeking knowledge, teaching,
eating and feeding their families from allowed earnings, hating
forbidden things, hiding their sins, possessors of manly traits and
characteristics, remembering death and preparing for it, avoiding
discussion and debates in the religion and seeking unity over



disunity. All this because this is what they found in the Sunnah of
Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

Al-Khallal narrated:

Ele ¥ o cle 0 Jo o8 2 s a0 3T L 06 J6 gt

¢ Bl Kb Gl ily a3 Lo £ A D a0 O sl 3 g 5 B
i G s e

Al-Marrtudhi narrated to us and said: (Imam) Ahmad said to me: “I
never wrote down any hadith from the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam), except that I have acted upon it (as well). To the extent that it
reached me that the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) had cupping
performed on him, and he gave Abii Taybah a dinar (for it). So I gave the
cupper one dinar when I had cupping performed on me.” (Siyar A’lam
An-Nubala and Al-Adab Ash-Shar’iyyah and others)

So being upon and following the Sunnah, and being upon and
following the manhaj of the Salaf, is not limited to having the correct
belief. Rather, it is a way of life which the Muslim must allow to
penetrate him all the way to his capillaries. He must live and
breathe it in everything that feels, thinks, says and does. And this
is without a doubt easier said than done. And thus, there is a need
for the slave to evaluate himself and hold his soul to account, just
as he does with his businesses. If they are feasible and bringing
about a profit, then he keeps them and improves them to achieve
larger profits. But if they are bringing about a loss and no benefit
comes from them, then this is a clear sign that changes must be
made, or for the business to be shut down completely. And an
everlasting investment is worthier of being assessed and evaluated,
than a temporary investment that inevitably will disappear.
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“And whatever you are given, then it is from the entertainment
of the worldly life, and what is with Allah is better and
everlasting. Do you not understand?” (Al-Qasas 28:60)



The second issue: Depression

The ordinary Muslim goes through this life and almost certainly he
will experience ups and downs in his life. He will go through and
face situations that are unpleasant, painful, annoying and
exhausting. This might come in the shape of poverty, divorce, loss
of family members, heartbreak, loneliness, loss of wealth and other
things that no human being finds joy in.

The person who has not prepared his iman for these situations —and
this could especially be the inexperienced youth, those too
occupied with this dunya, and those who are ignorant about Allah
— might risk falling into depression when calamities occur. So they
ask: “Why is this happening to me?” Or “What have I done to deserve
this?” Or similar questions that indicate that they are not satisfied
with the situation. And their state of depression will only drag them
further and further away from Allah and the obedience to Him.
Rather, the attitude of the believer is that he always is optimistic.

Anas ibn Malik (radiAllahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said:
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“There is no ‘adwda and no bad omens. And I like righteous
optimism: The good (or positive) word.” (Sahih Al-Bukhar)

“There is no ‘adwa” means, that no disease spreads from one
person to another person, except that this is something that has
been decreed by Allah. And even if Allah made the sick person the
reason for the second person to be sick, then it all returns back to
Allah and what He has decided and decreed for his slaves. Just as
the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) taught us in another
version of this hadith from Abt Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who
said:
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Verily, the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
“There is no ‘adwa.”

Then a Bedouin got up and said: “What if the camels are on the sand
like deer, and then a camel infected with mange comes to them, and then
they all become infected with mange.”

The Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “But who infected
the first one?” (Sahih Al-Bukhar)

And his words: “And no bad omens.” means, that the slave should
not become pessimistic and think that any occurrence, creation,
place or time, which Allah has made the reason for him being
pessimistic, has an impact on what is happening to him. Rather he
should ascribe everything to Allah and His decree.

Then he (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “And I like righteous
optimism”, and then he followed it up with an explanation saying:
“The good (or positive) word.” So when the person says something
positive and optimistic about what is happening then this makes
him think the best about his Lord, it widens his chest, and his heart
becomes at ease.

And in the hadith lies the prohibition of becoming pessimistic due
to occurrences, places and times, because everything is from the
decree of Allah. And it directs the slave to being optimistic and
happy by saying something positive about what is happening to
him.

And this book is illustration of how the Salaf would fulfill the
meaning of this hadith. How they always would be satisfied and
pleased with whatever Allah had decreed for them, and how they

11



always would stay optimistic and mention the positive side of an
apparent negative situation.

And whoever follows this aspect of the Sunnah of Muhammad
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) — which is ascribing everything that
occurs and does not occur to the decree of Allah the Exalted — he
will never even come close to falling in a state of depression. And
this is because he is ascribing the events of his life to the Owner of
Wisdom, the Knower of the Unseen, the Arranger of all affairs, the
Creator of the heavens and the earth and the One who has
prohibited injustice for Himself. So how can the believer be
dissatisfied with the choice of One who has this description?

The third issue: Jealousy

Another evil characteristic that goes against the subject of this book
is being jealous of others. Being pleased with Allah in His decree
means that you are pleased with Allah and His decree, even if that
decree is that you are unsuccessful, less fortunate, less attractive,
lesser in degree, lesser in intellect or lesser in wealth than others.
Allah is the One who has decided all of this. He — the Exalted — said:
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“And Allah favored some of you over others in provision.”
(An-Nahl 16:71)

And Tawts ibn Kaysan Al-Yamani said:
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I met people from the companions of the Prophet (‘alayhis-salam)
who said: “Everything is with Qadar.” He said: And I heard
‘Abdullah ibn “Umar say: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi
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wa sallam) said: “Everything is with Qadar, even incapability and
being clever.” (Sahth Muslim)

So when the believer has yagin (full certainty) in this, it does not
make any sense to be jealous of others over anything, except what
has been described in the evidences, such as learning the Quran and
reciting it, and giving out ones wealth in sadaqah.

Mu’awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (radiAllahu ‘anhuma) said:
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“I am capable of pleasing all people, except the one who is jealous of a
blessing (bestowed upon someone else than himself). Because nothing will

make him pleased, except when it (i.e. the blessing) disappears.”
(Mujalasah wa Jawahir Al-‘Ilm (3/50) and Tarikh Dimashq (59/200))

And Al-Hasan Al-Basri — rahimahullah — said:
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“I have never seen any unjust person that resembles someone who has been
wronged more than a jealous person. (This person has) a continuous
(troubled) soul, a constant sorrow and a sadness that never ends.” (Al-
‘Aqd Al-Farid (2/170))

And Abu Hatim — rahimahullah — said:
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“So the obligation upon every sane person is to avoid jealousy in all

situations. For verily the smallest attribute of jealousy is leaving ar-rida
bil-qada (being pleased with the decree), and wanting the opposite of what
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Allah — jalla wa ‘ald — has decided for His slaves. After that (the sane
person also must) withdraw his conscience from wanting a blessing of
another Muslim to disappear. And the soul of a jealous person does not
find any rest, nor does his body relax until he sees that the blessing has
disappeared from his brother. And far away is it, that the decree will help
(to improve) what those who are jealous have in their insides.” (Rawdah
Al-"Uqgala p. 133)

And he — rahimahullah — also said:
lakes Y ot BT} ci;ﬂa.a G :}Q} c(bgj\ J\x&i o A.SJJ c(LﬁU\ &WTJA dend

“And being jealous is from the blameworthy characteristics, and leaving
it is from the deeds of the honorable. And for every fire there is something
to extinguish it, while the fire of jealousy cannot be extinguished.”
(Rawdah Al-"Uqala p. 134)

And it was said:
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“I have never become jealous of anyone due to something from the affairs
of dunya. Because if the person will be from the people of Paradise, then
how can I envy him for (something from) dunya when it is worthless in
Paradise?! And if the person will be from the people of Hellfire, then how
can I envy him for something from dunya while he is going to end up in
Hellfire?!”"

! These words were ascribed to Ibn Sirin rahimahullih. And despite that I could
not find any reliable source for these words, then they are still wise and
beneficial for the sincere believer.
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So these were the issues I liked to point out to the reader, in order
for him to seek them out in the narrations of this book, and to take
a look at himself in the light of these.

And I ask Allah to accept this work, and to guide us to what He is
pleased with, and to let us die upon that. Amin.

Abu Hajar (1444/2023)
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A biography of the author?

His name and ascription:

Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya, Al-Muhaddith (the narrator of hadith), As-Sadiiq
(the truthful). He is: Abu Bakr ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Ubayd ibn Sufyan ibn Qays Al-Qurashi. The mawla of Banu
Umayyah. Known as Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya. The author of books
written about zuhd (ascetism) and raqaiq (that which softens the
hearts).

His birth and upbringing;:

The honorable Hafidh Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya was born in Baghdad in
the beginning of the third century after hijrah, in the year 208 (after
hijrah).

Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi said in his “Tarikh”: “And it has reached me
that he was born in year 208.”

And likewise did Adh-Dhahabi say in “Tadhkirah Al-Huffadh”.

His teachers and students.

Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi said: “Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya heard from Sa’id ibn
Sulayman Al-Wasiti, Ibrahim ibn Al-Mundhir Al-Hizami, Khalid ibn
Khidash Al-Muhallabi, ‘Ali ibn Al-Ja’d Al-Jawhari, ‘Abbad ibn Miisa Al-
Khatli, Khalaf ibn Hisham Al-Bazzar, Mahraz ibn ‘Awn, Khalid ibn
Mirdas, Ahmad ibn Jamil Al-Marwazi, Muhammad ibn Ja'far Al-
Warkani, Dawid ibn ‘Amr Ad-Dabbi and other from their generations
and after them.

And some of those who narrated from him are: Al-Harith ibn Abi Usamah,
Muhammad ibn Khalaf Waki’, Muhammad ibn Khalaf ibn Al-Marzaban,

2 Written by "Abdul-Hamid Shanuhah in his tahqig of the book “Husn Adh-Dhan
Billah” by Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya.
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‘Ubaydullah ibn "Abdir-Rahman As-Sakri, Abii Dharr Al-Qdsim ibn
Dawiid Al-Katib, ‘Umar ibn Sa’d Al-Qaratisi, Al-Husayn ibn Safwan Al-
Bardha’t, Ahmad ibn Salman An-Najjad, Abii Sahl ibn Ziyad, Ahmad ibn
Al-Fadl ibn Khuzaymah, Abii Ja'far ibn Bariyyah Al-Hashimi, Abii Bakr
Ash-Shafi’t and others.”

Some statements regarding him:

Ibn Abi Hatim said: “I wrote from him along with my father. And my
father was asked about him, so he said: "He is from Baghdad and truthful.”

Al-Khatib said: “And Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya used to discipline (or teach
manners to) more than one of the children of the khulafa.

Ibn An-Nadim said: “He was the teacher of Al-Muktafi Billah. And he
was God-fearing, an ascetic, a scholar of the information and narrations.”

Ibn Kathir said: “The Hafidh, the author of every well-known aspect of
knowledge with many beneficial popular and prevalent books regarding
raqaiq and other things. He was truthful, a memorizer and a possessor of
manliness.”

Adh-Dhahabi said: “He was truthful, a teacher and a narrator. He had
a lot of knowledge and his narrations are at high esteem. Between him and
the son of Al-Bukhari there are four people (in the chain of narration).”

Jamal Ad-Din Abu Al-Mahasin said: “He was the discipliner (or
teacher of manners) for a group of the children of the khulafa. Among them
are Al-Mu'tadid and his son Al-Muktafi. And he was a scholar, an ascetic,
God-fearing and a worshipper. He has good books and the people are
dependent upon these in the subjects which he gathered. And a great
number of people narrated from him, and they all agreed regarding his
reliability, truthfulness and honesty.”
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His books:
Firstly, regarding Islamic manners and behaviors:

Al-Akhlaq

Al-Adab

Al-Jiran

Al-Afw

Dhamm Ash-Shahawat
Ash-Shukr

At-Taqwa

Husn Adh-Dhann Billah
. Al-Hilm

10. Az-Zuhd

11. Dhamm Al-Ghibah

12. Al-’Agl wa Fadlihi wa Ghayriha
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Secondly, regarding history and battles:

Akhbar Quraysh

Dalail An-Nubuwwah
Al-Maghazi

Mawa’idh Al-Khulafa

Hilm Al-Hukama

At-Tarikh

Tarikh Al-Khulafa

Akhbar Al-Muluk wa Ghayriha
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Thirdly, about figh and rulings:

Al-Jihad

Al-"Uqubat

Al-Fatwa

As-Sunnah

As-Sadaqgah
Al-Manasik

Al-Qasas

Ar-Rahain wa Ghayriha

PN P =
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Other titles:

Sifah As-Sirat
Al-Alhan
Ad-Du’a
Shajarah Tuba
Al-Muhtadirtun
An-Nawadir
Sifah An-Nar
Al-Ba’th wan-Nushur
Al-Matar

. Al-Wasaya

. Al-Waqgf wal-Ibtida

. Al-Mawt

. Al-Qubur

. Al-Awaid

. Ahwal Yawm Al-Qiyamah
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His death

Al-Qadi Abu Al-Hasan said: “I came early in the morning to Isma’il
ibn Ishag Al-Qadi on the day Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya died, and I said to him:
‘May Allah honor Al-Qadi. Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya has died.” So he said: ‘May
Allah have mercy upon Abii Bakr. A lot of knowledge has died with him.
O young boy. Go to Yisuf and tell him to pray upon him.” Then Yiisuf
ibn Ya'qub attended and prayed upon him in Ash-Shuniziyyah. And he
was buried there in year (two-hundred and) eighty.”

Al-Khatib said: “This is wahm (a wrong belief or assumption). The death
of Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya was in year two hundred and eighty one. Al-Hasan
in Abi Bakr informed us as such, from Ahmad ibn Kamil Al-Qadi who
said: ‘In the year two hundred and eighty one Abii Bakr ibn Abi Ad-
Dunya Al-Qurashi, the discipliner (or teacher of manners) of Al-
Mu’tadid, died.” And “Ali ibn Muhammad As-Simsar informed us (and
said): *Abdullah ibn ‘Uthman As-Saffar informed us (and said): Ibn Qani’
narrated the same as this to us.”
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Adh-Dhahabi said: “He died in Jumadah Al-Ula, in the year two
hundred and eighty one.”

Sources of his biography:

“Tarikh Baghdad” (10/89-91, no. 5209) “Tadhkirah Al-Huffadh”
(2/677-679), “Al-Jarh wat-Ta’dil” (5/163), “Tabaqat Al-Hanabilah”
(1/192-195), “Al-Muntadham” (5/148-149), “Al-"Ibar” (2/65), “Fawat
Al-Wafayat” (2/228), “An-Nujum Az-Zahirah” (3/86), “Al-Bidayah
wan-Nihayah” (11/71), “Tahdhib At-Tahdhib” (6/12), “Tabaqat Al-
Huffadh” (294), “Khulasah Tahdhib Al-Kamal” (213) and “Siyar
Al-A’lam An-Nubala” (3/397).
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The translated text of the book

My Lord, ease and do not make it difficult

The righteous Shaykh Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Miusa ibn Ja’far Al-Khayyat Al-Mugqri — may Allah
protect him — informed us and said: Abu ‘Abdillah Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn Muhammad ibn Dista Al-Bazzar — who
was known as Ibn Al-‘Allaf — informed us and said:
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1. Sa’id ibn Sulayman Al-Wasiti narrated to us, from Manstr ibn
Ab1 Al-Aswad, from Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ubaydillah, from Tha'labah Al-
Basri who said: Anas ibn Malik said to us: I will verily narrate a
hadith to you, that no-one after me will ever narrate to you: We were
sitting with the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
when he laughed, and he said: “Do you know why I laughed?”

They said: “Allah and His Messenger know best.”

He said: “I was amazed at the believer. Verily, Allah — tabaraka
wa ta’ala - does not decree any decree for him, except that it is good
for him.”

3 Its chain of narration is hasan. It was narrated by Abu Ya’la in his “Musnad”
(4218), As-Saydawi in “Mu’jam Ash-Shuyukh” (p. 167, 169), Al-Bayhaqi in
“Shu’ab Al-Iman” (Chapter 80), Ahmad in his “Musnad” (3/117, 184) and Ibn
Hibban in his “Sahih”. Al-Haythami mentioned it in “Majma’ Az-Zawaid” (7/209-
210) and said: “Ahmad and Abii Ya'ld narrated a similar hadith, and the narrators of
Ahmad are trustworthy and one of the chains of narrations of Abii Ya'ld consist of the
narrators of sahih (ahadith), except Abii Bahr Tha’labah, and he is trustworthy.”
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2. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us and
said: Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil-Majid At-Tamimi narrated to me and
said: An-Nadr ibn Isma’il narrated to us, from Muhammad ibn
Ibrahim, from Ibn Jurayj, from a man from the Ansir who said: It
was said to ‘Aishah: “What would the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) say the most in his house when he would be alone?”
She said: “The thing he would say the most when he would be alone was:
‘“Whatever affair that is decreed will (verily) happen.””*
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Patience is being pleased
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3. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us and
said: “Awn ibn Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Muhammad ibn
Al-Musaffa narrated to me and said: Bagiyyah narrated to us, from
Isma’il ibn ‘Ayyash, from ‘Asim ibn Raja ibn Haywah, from Abt
‘Imran, from Abu Salam Al-Habashi, from Ibn Ghanam Al-Ash’ari,
from Abu Miusa Al-Ash’ari who said: I heard the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) say: “Having patience is (equal
to) being pleased.”

4 Its isnad (chain of narration) is weak.
51 do not know the Shaykh of the author, and the hadith is weak.
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4. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us and
said: Dawuid ibn Rushayd narrated to us and said: Abu Al-Malih
narrated to us and said: Furat ibn Salman narrated to us, from Anas
ibn Malik who said: I and Ibn Thaman was serving the Messenger
of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) for years, and I served him for
ten years, and never would anyone from his family blame me for
something, except that he (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) would say:
“Leave him, for verily, if something is decreed then it will happen
(no matter what).”

6\ 3 g5 bF Dy

Beware of accusing Allah in His decree
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5. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us and
said: Ishaq ibn Hatim Al-Madaini narrated to us and said: Yahya
ibn Sulaym narrated to us, from Muhammad ibn Muslim who said:
It has reached me that a man came to the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) and said: “O Messenger of Allah, advise
me and do not overburden me.”

He said: “Do not accuse (or blame) Allah in anything which He has
decreed for you.””

¢ Its narrators are all trustworthy but Furat ibn Salman did not hear from Anas ibn
Malik.
7 Its chain of narration is mursal. And the hadith has a witness in no. 49.
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The Love of Allah is for the one who is pleased with His decree
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6. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us and
said: Dawud ibn Rushayd narrated to us and said: Al-Walid ibn
Muslim narrated to us, from Sa’id ibn “Abdil-* Aziz, from Isma’il ibn
‘Ubaydillah, from Abt Muslim that he entered upon Abu Ad-
Darda on the day where he was taken (i.e. died). And for them in
honor he was like themselves, so Abti Muslim began saying “Allahu
Akbar’. Then Abu Ad-Darda said: “Yes. As such you should say. For
verily Allah — tabaraka wa ta’ala —when He decrees a decree, then He loves
that people are pleased with it.”®
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7. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us and
said: ‘Al ibn Al-Ja’d narrated to us and said: Abu Mu’awiyah
informed us, from Al-A’mash, from Abu Dhabyan, from ‘Alqamah
(regarding the verse):

“And whoever believes in Allah, then He will guide his heart.”
(At-Taghabun 64:11)

8 Its narrators were declared trustworthy by some scholars.
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He said: “This is the catastrophe that befalls a man while he knows that
it is from Allah, so he submits to (or accepts) it and he is pleased.”®
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Those who are pleased will have lights in Paradise
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8. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us and
said: ‘Al ibn Al-Husayn Al-’Amir narrated to me and said: Aba
Badr narrated to me and said: “Umar ibn Dharr narrated to us and
said: It has reached us that Umm Ad-Darda used to say: “Verily,
those who are pleased with the decree of Allah — those who are pleased with
whatever is decreed for them — they will have lights in Paradise in order
for the martyrs to be envious of them on the Day of Resurrection.”'

9 Its isnad is hasan.
10 Its isnad is hasan.
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The most beloved of deeds to Allah is being pleased
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9. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us and
said: Al-Mufaddal ibn Ghassan informed us and said: ‘Umar ibn
As-Sakan narrated to us, from Sulayman ibn Al-Mughirah who
said: In what which Allah - subhanahu wa ta’ala — revealed to Dawud
(‘alayhis-salam) there was: “O Dawud, you can verily not meet Me with
any deed which I am more pleased with from you, nor (can you meet Me
with any deed) that reduces your burden (on the Day of Resurrection)
more than being pleased with My Decree. And you will not meet Me with
any deed that is more increasing of your burden, nor more severe for My
displeasure for you than being ungrateful (or dissatisfied). So be aware, O
Dawiid, of being ungrateful (or dissatisfied).”"!

3 Ages
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The love of ‘“Umar ibn ‘Abdil-*Aziz for the decree of Allah
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10. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us

and said: Ishaq ibn Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Hammad ibn
Zayd narrated to us, from Yahya ibn Sa’id who said: “‘Umar ibn

11 There is someone in the chain of narration that I do not know, and that is ‘Umar
ibn As-Sakan.
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‘Abdil-"Aziz said: “I have no desires for anything except for situations
that Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — has decreed in.”"?
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From the aspects of being pleased with Allah
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11. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn ‘Abbad ibn Miisa narrated to me, from
Al-Hasan ibn “Ali Al-Basri who said: A Bedouin woke up in the
morning while many of his camels had died, so he said:
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“No, by the One in Whose worship I am a slave.
Had it not been for the malicious joy of the spiteful enemies,

it would not please me that my camel was in its sitting place,

and something that Allah had decreed would not occur.”'3

12 Jts narrators were declared trustworthy by some scholars.
13Its chain of narration is weak due to Al-Hasan ibn “Al1 Al-Hudhali Al-Basribeing
unknown. See “Al-Jarh wat-Ta’d1l” (3/21) by Abu Hatim.
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12. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ahmad ibn Al-“Abbas An-Namiri narrated to me and
said: Ytunus ibn Muhammad Al-Makki narrated to me and said: A
man from the people of Taif planted something. Then when it
became ripe it was befallen by a calamity and it burned. So we
entered upon him to express our sympathy for him. Then he cried
and said: “By Allah, I do not cry because of that, rather I heard that Allah
— tabaraka wa ta’alda — says:

4 180 i, 8 Eis Gael 2o G gy S D

“Like the example of a wind, in which there is extreme cold, that
befalls the harvest of a people who were unjust to themselves,
and so it (i.e. the wind) destroyed it.” (Alu ‘Imran 3:117)

So 1 fear that I am included in this description. So that is what made me
cry. 14
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13. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Idris narrated to me, from Zuhayr ibn
‘Abbad, from As-Sirr1 ibn Hayyan who said: ‘Abdul-Wahid ibn

141 did not find any biography for Ahmad ibn Al-“Abbas An-Namiri, and I could
not find this narration anywhere else.
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Zayd said: “Being pleased is the mightiest door of Allah, the paradise of
dunya and the place of rest for the worshippers.”'>
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Some of the words and states of those who are pleased
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14. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: And Muhamad ibn Idris Ar-Razi narrated to me and said:
Ahmad ibn Abi Al-Hawari narrated to me and said: I heard
Sulayman Ad-Darini who said: “I wish that I have been provided with
such an amount of rida (being pleased), that if He would enter me into
Hellfire then I would be pleased with that.”1¢
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15. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Mufaddal ibn Ghassan narrated to me and said: My
father narrated to me, from Aba Zayd Al-’Abdi who said: From
Sammak, from Al-Agharr who said: ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (‘alayhis-
salam) looked at “‘Adi ibn Hatim who looked depressed (or sad), so
he said: “O “Adi, how come I see that you are depressed?”

15 Its isnad is not strong.
16 Jts narrators are trustworthy.
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He said: “And what will prevent me from that, when my two sons have
been killed and my eye has been gouged out?”

So he said: “O “Adi, verily, whoever is pleased with the decree of Allah
that befalls him, he will be rewarded. And whoever is not pleased with the
decree of Allah that befalls him, his deeds will be in vain.”"?
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Does the one who is pleased long for (a status or position)
higher than his status (or position)?
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16. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn ‘All ibn Al-Hasan narrated to us and
said: Ibrahim ibn Al-Ash’ab narrated to us and said: I heard Al-
Mufaddal who said: I heard Al-Fudayl say: “The one who is pleased

does not long for (a status or position) higher than his status (or
position).”18
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17. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Hasan ibn *Abdil-‘ Aziz narrated to me, from Damrah

ibn Rab1’ah, from Ibn Shawdhab who said: Malik ibn Dinar and
Muhammad ibn Wasi” came together and discussed life, so Malik

17 There is someone in the chain of narration whose biography I did not find, and
that is Aba Zayd Al-*Abd1.
18 Jts narrators are trustworthy.
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said: “There is nothing better than a man having an income which he lives

from.”

And Muhammad said: “Glad tidings for the one who has breakfast but
does not have any dinner, and he has dinner but he does not have any
breakfast, and (with this) he is pleased with Allah ‘azza wa jalla.”

Or he said: “And Allah is pleased with him.”"
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When does the slave reach (the state of) being pleased?
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18. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Zayd ibn Ayyub narrated to me and said: Ahmad ibn Abi
Al-Hawari narrated to us and said: I heard Abu Sulayman say:
“When the slave think no more of (or pay no attention to) the desires, then
he is pleased.”?
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19. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ziyad ibn Ayyub narrated to us and said: Ahmad ibn Ab1

Al-Hawari narrated to us and said: Abu ‘Amr Al-Kindi narrated to
me and said: The Romans raided around four hundred buffalos

1 Its isnad is hasan.
20 Jts chain of narration is sahih.

31



belonging to Bashir At-Tabari, so he asked him to ride out with him.
Then I and one of his sons rode out with him and we met his slaves
who were with the buffalos, and they had their staffs with them.
They said: “O our masters, the buffalos are gone.”

So he said: “And you along with them, for you are free for the Face of
Allah.”

Then his son said to him: “O father, you have made us poor.”

So he said: “Be quiet my son. Verily, my Lord — ‘azza wa jalla — tested
me, so I loved to increase it (i.e. the test).”?
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20. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ziyad ibn Ayytb narrated to me and said: Ahmad ibn Abi
Al-Hawarinarrated to us and said: Ahmad ibn Sa’id narrated to me
and said: I heard “Abdul-"Aziz ibn “Umayr say: In the ruins of the
tribes in Egypt there was a man suffering from leprosy, and a child
from the people of Egypt would go to him and take care of him,
wash him and serve him. Then a young man from the people of
Egypt presented himself and said to the one who would serve him:
“It has verily reached me that he knows the mightiest Name of Allah, and
I would love to come with you to (meet) him.”

So he came to him, greeted him and said: “O uncle, it has verily
reached me that you know the mightiest Name of Allah, so why do you not
ask Him to remove what you suffer from?”

21 There is no harm in this chain of narration.
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He said: “O my nephew, He is the One who tested me (with this disease),
so I dislike (seeking) to repel it (from myself).”?
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21. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ziyad ibn Ayyub narrated to me and said: Ahmad ibn Al-
Hawari narrated to us and said: Ja’far ibn Muhammad narrated to
me, from Al-Anba who said: In front of Rabi’ah Al-“Adawiyyah
they mentioned a worshipper from Banu Israil who would only
descend (from his place of worship) once every year. He would
descend from his place of worship and go to a place at the door of
the king and he would look in the garbage for the excess from his
table. At that point a man said: “And what would there be upon him
(of sin) when he is at this level (of piety and worship), if he asks Allah to
let his provision be from something else than this?”

So Rabi’ah said: “O you, verily the awliya of Allah, when a decree is
decreed for them, they are not displeased with it.”

22 [ts isnad is hasan.
2 There is no harm in this isnad.
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22. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Abu ‘Abdillah Al-Marwazi — a man from the people of
Merv —narrated to me and said: Hafs ibn Humayd said to me: I was

with ‘Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak in Kafah when his wife died. So I
asked him: “What is rida (being pleased)?”

He said: “Being pleased (i.e. the one who is pleased) does not hope for
something other than his current state.”

Then Abu Bakr ibn “Ayyash came and condoled “Abdullah. Hafs
said: And I did not know him, so ‘Abdullah said: “Ask him about
what we were talking about.”

So I asked him and he said: “The one who does not say something other
than (words of) being pleased, he is pleased.”?*

Hafs said: And I asked Al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyyad, so he said: “That
(description) is for the elite.”?

2 Translator: This means that the one who does not say words that indicate directly
or indirectly that he is displeased with the situation that he is in, he is considered
to be pleased with his situation.

% Its isnad is hasan.
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Who is the one who is pleased with Allah?
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23. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to me and said:

Qadim Ad-Daylami the worshipper narrated to me and said: I said
to Al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyyad: “Who is the one who is pleased with Allah?”

He said: “The one who does not love for himself to be on another level
than the one he has been placed on.”?
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The highest levels in the hereafter are for those who are pleased
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24. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to me and said:
Hakim ibn Ja’far narrated to me and said: I heard ‘Abdullah Al-
Barathi say: “In the hereafter no-one will reach higher levels than those
who are pleased with Allah — “azza wa jalla — in all situations.””

2 Its isnad is jayyid (good).
27 Tbn Abi Hatim mentioned Hakim ibn Ja’far in “Al-Jarh wat-Ta’dil” (3/202), and
he did not mention his state.
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Stories about those who are pleased
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25. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to me and said:
Muhammad ibn Mu’awiyah ibn Al-Azraq narrated to me and said:
A Shaykh of ours narrated to us and said: Yunus and Jibril
(sallAllahu “alayhima) met, so Yunus said: “O Jibril, point me towards
the person upon earth who worships the most.”

He said: So he brought him to a man whose hands had been cut off
due to leprosy, and he was saying: “Let me enjoy them however You
want, and take them from me however You want. And You have let hope
in You remain in me, O You who are kind to me, O You who are
Generous.”

Then Yunus said: “O [ibril, I verily asked you to show me someone who
fasts a lot and prays a lot in the night.”

Jibril said: “Verily, this man was like that before the affliction. And I have
verily been commanded to take away his sight.”
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He said: Then he pointed towards his two eyes with his finger and
they were taken away. Then he (i.e. the man) said: “Let me enjoy
them however You want, and take them from me however You want. And
You have let hope in You remain in me, O You who are kind to me, O You
who are Generous.”

Then Jibril said: “Come on and invoke, and we will invoke along with
you, so that your hands, your feet and your sight will be returned to you,
and then you can return to the worship which you used to perform.”

He said: “I would not love that.”
He said: “And why is that?”

He said: “If what He loves is in this, then His love is more beloved to me
than that (i.e. getting this back).”

He said: Then Yunus (sallAllahu ‘alayhi) said: “O Jibril. O Allah, have
you never seen any person who worships more than him?”

Then Jibril said: “O Yiinus, there is no way better than it (i.e. being
pleased with His decrees) that leads more to the Pleasure of Allah.”?
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26. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Hasan ibn Yahya ibn Kathir Al-’Anbari narrated to me,
from Khuzaymah Abtii Muhammad the worshipper who said: A
prophet from the prophets passed by a man who has been driven
away by his family due to affliction, so he said: “O Lord, this slave of
Yours, if only You would change his situation.”

28 There is an unknown Shaykh in the isnad.
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So Allah revealed to him to ask him if he would love for Me to
change his situation? So he said to him: “O you, would you not love
for Allah to change your situation from this to something other than it (i.e.
something better)?”

Then the man said: “I am leaving the choice of this to Allah.”?
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27. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to me and said:
‘Ubayd-Allah ibn Muhammad At-Taymi narrated to me and said:
Our companions narrated to us, from their narrators who said:
Misa stood up among Banii Israil and delivered an excellent
sermon, so he thought highly of it. Then Bant Israil said to him: “Is
there anyone among the people who are more knowledgeable than you?”

He said: “No.” He said: Then Allah revealed to him that there
among the people is someone who is more knowledgeable than
you.

He said: “O Lord, who is more knowledgeable than me when You verily
have given me the Tawrah and in it there is knowledge about everything?”

He said: Then Allah revealed to him: “More knowledgeable than you
is a slave among My slaves whom I made to carry the Message and then I

2 There is no harm in this isnad.
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sent him to a stubborn tyrant king. He (i.e. the king) then cut off his hands
and feet, and he cut off his nose. Then I gave him back what was cut off
from him. Then I sent him back to him (i.e. the king) once more as a
messenger, and he was saying: ‘I am pleased with for myself with what
You are pleased for me with.” And he did not say like you said at the first

feeling of fear:

v
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“So I am afraid that they will kill me.” (Ash-Shu’ara 26:14)”
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28. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ibrahim ibn Sa’id Al-Jawhari narrated to me and said:
Abu Usamah narrated to us and said: Al-A’mash narrated to us,
from Muslim, from Masrtiq who said: There was a man (living) in
the desert who had a dog, a donkey and a rooster. The rooster
would wake them up for the prayer, they would use the donkey to
move water and it would carry their tent, and the dog would
protect them. He said: Then a fox came and took the rooster, so they
were saddened by the disappearance of the rooster. And he was a
righteous man, so he said: “Perhaps this is something good.” Then

they remained (as such) for as long as Allah wanted. Then a wolf
came and split open the stomach of the donkey and killed it, so they
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were saddened by the disappearance of the donkey. Then the
righteous man said: “Perhaps this is something good.” Then they
remained (as such) for as long as Allah wanted after this, and then
the dog was afflicted. Then the righteous man said: “Perhaps this is
something good.” Then after this they remained (as such) for as long
as Allah wanted. Then one day they woke up and they looked
around, and (they saw that) everyone around them had been taken
captives and only they remained (free). He said: And they had
verily taken the others due to what occurred from them of sound
and noise, while they (i.e. the righteous man and his family) had
nothing that attracted attention. Verily, their dog, their donkey and
their rooster had all disappeared.®
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29. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ahmad ibn Ibrahim ibn Kathir Al-“Abadi narrated to me
and said: Khalaf ibn Al-Walid narrated to us, from ‘Abdur-Rahman
ibn Zayd ibn Abi Al-Hawari, from his father, from Sa'id ibn Al-
Musayyib who said: Lugman said to his son: “Never let any affair
befall you, that you either are pleased with or displeased with, except that
you establish in your conscience that this is something good for you.”

He said: “As for this, then I am not capable of giving it to you (i.e. to
fulfill and believe in it), without me knowing that what you have said is as
you have said (it is).”

%0 Its isnad is sahih and its narrators are trustworthy.
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He said: “O my son, verily, Allah has verily sent a prophet. So come on
and let us go to him. For he verily has the clarification of what I have said
to you.” He said: “Take us to him.”
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He said: So he (i.e. Lugman) went out while he was upon a donkey
and his son was upon another donkey, and they took suitable
provisions with them. Then they proceeded for days and nights
until they reached a desert. So they took their equipment (for
travelling through it) and then they entered it. Then they proceeded
as long as Allah wanted for them to proceed until they reached the
time of midday. The day was at its high while the heat had become
severe, and the water and provisions had run out, and their two
donkeys had become slow. So Lugman descended and his son
descended (as well), and they began pulling on their riding
animals. And as they were as such Lugman looked to his front and
saw some blackness and smoke. So he said to himself: “The blackness
is a tree and the smoke is civilization and people.”
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And as they were as such, the son of Lugman stepped on some
bones embossed in the road and it (i.e. a bone) entered the bottom
of his foot and came out from the top of it. So the son of Lugman
fell down unconscious, and Lugman happened to turn around and
he saw his son collapsed.
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So he jumped to him and embraced him to his chest and pulled out
the bone with his teeth. Then he took of a turban he was wearing
and dressed his foot in it. Then he looked at the face of his son and
his eyes were flowing with tears. Then one of the drops from his
tears fell upon the cheek of the boy, so he (i.e. the son) became
aware of it and looked at his father while he was crying, and he
said: “O my father, you are crying while you say: This is good for me?
How can this be good for me when you are crying, and there is no more
food and water, and you and I remain in this place? So if you go and leave
me in this situation you will leave with worries and grief for as long as
you are gone. And if you stay with me we will both die? So how could this
possibly be good for me when you are crying?”
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He said: “As for my crying, O my son, then I wished that I could ransom
you (from this situation) with all of my share of dunya, but I am a father
and from me is the softness of a father. And as for what you said: "How
can this be good for me?’ Then perhaps whatever has been removed from
you, O my son, is greater (in harm) than what you have been afflicted
with. And perhaps is what you have been afflicted with easier than what
has been removed from you.”
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Then as he was speaking to him, Lugman looked to the front of him
and he no longer saw the smoke and blackness, so he said to
himself: “I cannot see anything.” Then he said: “I verily saw (it), but
perhaps has my Lord made something occur by what I have seen.” And as
he was thinking about this, he looked to his front and there was a
person that had approached upon a black and white horse. He was
wearing white clothes and a white turban, and he was passing
through the air (as he was approaching). And he continued to look
at him with his eyes until he was close to him.
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Then he disguised himself from him, and then he yelled at him, and
said: “Are you Lugman?” He said: “Yes.” He said: “Are you the hakim
(wise one)?” He said: “This is said and this is how my Lord has described
me.” He said: “What did your son say to you that fool?” He said: “O
slave of Allah, who are you? I hear your speech but I do not see your face.”
He said: “I am Jibril. No-one sees me, except an angel brought near or a
sent prophet. And had it not been for this, you would verily have seen me.
So what did your son say to you that fool?”
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He said: Lugman said in himself: “If you really are Jibril, then you
know what my son said better than me.” Then Jibril (sallAllahu “alayhi
wa sallam) said: “I have nothing to do with your affair except that I
protected you. They came to me, while my Lord had commanded me to
cause this city, and whatever is around it, to sink down in the ground, and
they informed me that you two are looking to enter this city. So I invoked
my Lord to withhold you from me by whatever (reason) He wanted, and
Allah withheld you from me by what He afflicted your son with. And had
it not been for what your son was afflicted with, then I would have caused
you to sink along with those whom I caused to sink into the ground.”
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He said: Then Jibril wiped his hand over the foot of the boy and he
got up standing. And he wiped his hand over that in which there
was food, and so it became filled with food. And he wiped his hand
over that in which there was water, so it became filled with water.
Then he carried them and their two donkeys and he sent them
through the air just as a bird is sent, and then they were at the house
from which they came out from after some days and nights.3!

31 Its isnad is not strong.
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The hadith of “‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab regarding being pleased
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30. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: “Ali ibn Al-Ja’d narrated to us and said: Ibn ‘Uyaynah
informed us, from Abtu As-Sawda, from Abt Mijlaz Lahiq ibn
Humayd who said: “Umar ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said: “I
do not care about which state I wake up in; if it is in accordance with what
I love or in accordance with what I hate, because I do not know if goodness
lies in what I love or in what I hate? "3
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Some of the states of the people of rida in the hereafter
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31. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to me and said:
Hakim ibn Ja’far narrated to me and said: I heard ‘Abdullah Al-
Barathi say: “Whoever is bestowed with rida (being pleased), he has verily
reached the best of ranks (or levels). %

%2 Its narrators were declared trustworthy by some scholars.
3 There is someone hidden in the isnid.
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32. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to us and said:
Miskin ibn “Abdillah narrated to me and said: I heard Haddab say:
Some of the worshippers said to me: “If you are pleased no matter what
you are given, then the account regarding what you are given will become
lighter.”3
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33. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Surayj ibn Ytuinus narrated to me and said: Marwan ibn
Mu’awiyah narrated to us, from an old man from the people of
Basrah, from Malik ibn Dinar, from Al-Hasan who said: “Whoever
is pleased with Allah (when provided with) a small provision, then Allah
will be pleased with him (even if he only meets Him) with few deeds.”*
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34. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Idris narrated to us and said: Ibn Ab1 Al-
Hawari narrated to us and said: I heard ‘Abdullah Al-Nabaji say:

34 Its isnad is jayyid (good).
35 There is someone unknown in the isnid, and the rest of the narrators are
trustworthy.
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“If He gives you anything, He will give you sufficient. And if He
withholds from you, He will make you pleased.”¢
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35. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Idris narrated to me and said: Ahmad
ibn Abi Al-Hawari narrated to us, from Abu “Abdillah An-Nabajt
who said: “If you want to be abdal (righteous ascetics), then love what
Allah has wanted. And whoever loves what Allah has wanted, then
nothing from the decrees and judgments of Allah will befall him, except
that he will love it.”>
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Are you from the people of sabr (patience) and rida?
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36. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad narrated to me and said: Ahmad narrated to
me, from Abu ‘Abdillah An-Nabaji who said: “Verily, among the
creation of Allah, there are some people who are shy from (having)
patience. If they knew its great value, then they would verily grab onto it
and hold it firmly.”

% The narrators in this isndd are trustworthy.
%7 The narrators in this isndd are trustworthy.
38 The isnad is the same as the previous.
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37. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to me and said:
Ibrahim ibn Dawud narrated to me and said: Some of the wise

people said: “Verily, Allah has some slaves who meet catastrophes with
joy. They are the ones whose hearts are pure from the dunya.”>

bizal J& s e &.«a\

The people who will pass the fastest over the Sirat (the path

over Hellfire)
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38. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Harith Al-Khazzaz narrated to me
and said: Sayyar narrated to us and said: Ja’far narrated to us and
said: “Abdus-Samad ibn Ma’qil narrated to us, from Wahb ibn
Munabbih who said: I found in the Zabur of Dawud: “O Dawiid, do
you know who will be the fastest of people to pass over the Sirat? Those
who are pleased with My judgments (and or while) their tongues are moist
from My remembrance.”*

% Its isnad is jayyid.
40 Its isnad is hasan.
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39. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-"Abbas ibn Yazid narrated to us and said: Ya’la ibn
‘Abdir-Rahman Al-"Anbari narrated to us and said: Sayyar ibn
Salamah narrated to us and said: A man entered upon Abu Al-
‘Aliyah during the sickness in which he died. So he said: “Verily,
that of it which is most beloved to me, is that which is most beloved to
Allah “azza wa jalla.”*!
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40. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Abti Kurayb narrated to us and said: Al-Muharibi
narrated to us, from Sufyan who said: We used to visit Zubayd

while he was sick, and we would say: “Ask Allah to be cured.” So he
would say: “O Allah, choose for me. O Allah, choose for me.”*
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41. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Salamah ibn Shabib narrated to me and said: Sahl ibn
‘Asim narrated to us and said: Muhammad ibn ‘Uyaynah narrated

to us, from Makhlad ibn Husayn who said: In Basrah there was a
man who was called Shaddad. He was afflicted with leprosy so he

41 Its isnad is hasan.
42 Its isnad is hasan.
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was cut off. Then his visitors from the companions of Al-Hasan
visited him and they said to him: “How are you feeling?” He said:
“Good.” He said: “As for me, then I have verily not lost my part of the
night (prayer) ever since I fell (to this disease). And there is nothing that
bothers me, except that I am not capable of attending the prayer with the
jama’ah.”#
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The good life in dunya is being pleased
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42. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us

and said: Muhammad ibn Idris narrated to me and said: “Amr ibn

Aslam the worshipper narrated to me and said: I heard Abu

Mu’awiyah Al-Aswad say regarding His Words:

“Then We will let him live a good life.” (An-Nahl 16:97)

He said: “Being pleased and satisfied (or content).”*

4 There is no harm in this isnad.
4 Its isnad is hasan.
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Who are those who will sit with Allah on the Day of
Resurrection?

23 Al s 06 (s 2 Ote Ws 106 B A s Ju Sed) B3 - 43
Ogrl3all &g O 92581 alcall 831 JWis 5 A s 1 ek suny ot
" g Gysia

43. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: ‘Imran ibn Miuisa narrated to us and said: Asad ibn Miisa
narrated to us, with an isndd in which he ascribed the words to the
Prophet (sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam). He said: “Those who sit with
Ar-Rahman — tabdaraka wa ta’ala — on the Day of Resurrection are
those who are fearful (of Allah), pleased (with His decrees), humble,
grateful and who remembers (Him a lot).”*
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Who from the creation are mightiest in sin?
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44. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: “Abdur-Rahman ibn Ytnus narrated to us and said:

Hatim ibn Isma’il narrated to us, from ‘Abdul-Malik ibn Hasan,
from Muhammad ibn Ka’b who said: The prophet of Allah Misa

45 There is no harm in this isnad.
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(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) said: “O Lord, who from Your creation is
biggest in sin?”

He said: “The one who accuses Me.”
He said: “O Lord, and does anyone accuse You?”

He said: “Yes, the one who seeks My guidance (i.e. istikharah) and then
is not pleased with what I decree (for him).”4

Lot Jal Jigs K] HIRORI |

Weak narrations regarding the situations of the people of rida
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45. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Qudamah narrated to me and said: Musa
ibn Dawiid narrated to me and said: Riyah Al-Qaysi Abu Al-
Muhajir narrated to me, from Al-Hasan who said: The worm would
fall down from the body of Ayytb, so he would take it and return
it to where it was (upon his body) and say: “Eat from the provision of
Allah.”"

46 There is no harm in this isnad.
47 Its isnad is hasan.
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46. Abu Sa'id Al-Madini narrated to us and said: Ishaq ibn
Muhammad Al-Farwi narrated to me and said: Malik narrated to
us, from Yahya ibn Sa’id, that “Umar ibn ‘Abdil-*Aziz used to say:
“These invocation have verily left me (in a state) where I in all of the affairs
have no needs, excepts in some situations of the Qadar of Allah.” He said:
And among that which he would invoke often with were (the
words): “O Allah, make me pleased with Your judgment, and bless me in
Your decree until I do not love the hastening of something which You have
delayed, nor the delaying of something which You have hastened.”*
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47. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Abu Sa"id Al-Madini narrated to us and said: Isma’il ibn
Abi Uways narrated to us and said: Malik narrated to me, that it
had reached him that Abti Ad-Darda entered upon a man who was
dying while he was praising Allah. So Abtt Ad-Darda said: “You are
correct (in what you are doing). Verily, when Allah decrees a decree, then
He loves that one is pleased with it.”*

48 Its isnad is very weak.
¥ Its isnad is very weak.
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48. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ahmad ibn Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Muhammad
ibn Kathir narrated to us, from Sulayman Al-Khawwas who said:
The son of a man died, so ‘Umar ibn “Abdil-*Aziz attended his
(funeral). And the man was good in mourning. So a man from the
people said: “This, by Allah, is verily rida (i.e. being pleased).” So
‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil-'Aziz said: “Or it is patience.”

Sulayman said: “Patience is something else than being pleased. Being
pleased is that a man, before the catastrophe occurs, is pleased with no
matter what happens. And patience is that he is patient after the
catastrophe occurs.”®

i

Which deeds are the best?
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49. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: ‘Alil ibn Ibrahim Al-Yashkiari narrated to me and said:

50 There is no harm in this isnad.
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Ya’'qub ibn Muhammad Az-Zuhri narrated to us and said:
*Abdullah ibn Wahb narrated to us, from Al-Harith ibn Yazid, from
‘Al ibn Rabah, from Junadah ibn Abi Umayyah, that he heard
‘Ubadah ibn As-Samit who said: A man came to the Prophet
(sallAllahu “alayhi wa sallam) and said: “O Messenger of Allah, which
deeds are the best?”

He said: “Faith in Allah, belief in His Messenger and jihad in His
cause.”

He said: “I want something lighter than this.”

He said: “Do not accuse Him in something He has decreed for
you.”>!
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50. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: “Abdur-Rahim ibn Yahya narrated to me and said:
‘Uthman ibn ‘Umarah narrated to me, from ‘Abdul-Wahid ibn
Zayd who said: Farqad As-Sabakhi, Muhammad ibn Wasi’, Malik
ibn Dinar and I (all) went out to visit one of our brother from Faris.
Then when we passed by Ramhurmuz we heard a sound from the
lower part of a mountain so we galloped towards it. We found a
man suffering from leprosy who had open wounds with pus and

51 Its isnad is hasan. It was narrated by Imam Ahmad in his “Musnad” (5/318-319).
And Al-Bukhari narrated it in “Khalq Af’al Al-‘Ibad” by way of Miisa ibn “Ali ibn
Rabah, from his father.
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blood. So some of us said to him: “O you, why do you not enter this
city and take medicine and receive treatment for that.”

Then he raised his sight towards the heaven and said: “My God, have
you brought these in order for them to make me displeased with You. All
honor and submission belongs to You, by me never opposing You (in Your
decree).”™
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Who is the nation that has been shown mercy?
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51. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to me and said:
Yazid ibn Hartin narrated to us and said: Muhammad ibn Mutarrif
informed us, from Zayd ibn Aslam who said: Musa (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “O my Lord, who is the nations that has been
shown mercy?”

He said: “The nation of Ahmad. They are pleased with little provision,
and I am pleased with them with few deeds, and I will enter them into
Paradise for them saying La ilaha illa Allah.”>

52 1 did not find any biography (or description) of ‘Abdur-Rahim ibn Yahya Al-
Qawariri.
53 Its narrators were declared trustworthy by some scholars.
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52. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Husayn ibn ‘Abdir-Rahman narrated to us, from some
of his narrators who said: “Aziz said: “My God, what have You decreed

for the one whom You have singled out by Your mawaddah (love,
friendship, closeness)?”

He said: “I make him pleased with little, and his reward is the mighty
khatar (honor and rank).”>*
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The strong believer is better and more beloved to Allah
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53. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Abu ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn ‘Amr ibn Sulayman
narrated to us and said: “Abdullah ibn Idris narrated to us and said:
Rab1’ah ibn ‘Uthman Al-Madini informed us, from Muhammad ibn
Yahya ibn Hibban, from Al-A’raj, from Abu Hurayrah (radiAllahu
‘anhu) who said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) said: “The strong believer is better and more beloved to
Allah than the weak believer, and there is good in both of them.

54 There is someone unknown in this isnad.
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Strive in what benefits you and seek aid from Allah. And do not
become (or deem yourself) incapable. So if something befalls you,
then do not say: ‘If only I had done this and that’. Rather say: ‘This
is what Allah has decreed and He does whatever He wants.” For
verily, ‘if opens (the door) for the work of the Shaytan.”>
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Be pleased with what Allah has allocated for you in order for

you to achieve richness
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54. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Khalaf ibn Hisham narrated to us and said: Hammad ibn
Zayd narrated to us, from Yunus, from Abu Al-"Ala ibn “Abdillah
ibn Ash-Shikhkhir, from a man from Bana Sulaym — and I think
that he saw the Prophet (sallAllihu ‘alayhi wa sallam), and he
ascribed the hadith to him — who said: “Verily, Allah — ‘azza wa
jalla — tests His slave in what He gives to him. So whoever is
pleased with what Allah has allocated for him, then Allah will put
blessing in it for him. And whoever is not pleased (with it), then He
will not put blessing in it for him.”*

% Its isnad is hasan. It was narrated by Muslim in “Al-Qadar” (3/2052), An-Nasat in
“‘Amal Al-Yawm wal-Laylah” (625), Ibn Majah in “Al-Muqaddimah” (79) and
others.

% Jts narrators were declared trustworthy by some scholars. The hadith was
narrated by Imam Ahmad in his “Musnad” (5/24) from Isma‘il ibn Yanus. Al-
Haythami said in “Al-Majma’”: “It was narrated by Ahmad, and his narrators (in the
isnad) are the narrators of sahih.”
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55. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Hamzah ibn Al-“Abbas narrated to us and said: “Abdan
ibn “‘Uthman informed us and said: “Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak
informed us and said: ‘Abdullah ibn Bujayr informed us and said:
Abu Al-“Ala ibn Ash-Shikhkhir narrated a hadith to me which he
ascribed to the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) (in which he
narrated) that the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “If
Allah wants goodness for a slave, then He makes him pleased with
what He has allocated for him and He puts blessing in it for him.
And if He does not want goodness for him, then He does not make
him pleased with what He has allocated for him and He does not
put blessing in it for him.”>
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56. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Hamzah ibn Al-“Abbas narrated to us and said: “Abdan
informed us and said: “Abdullah informed us and said: “Umarah
ibn Zadan informed us, from Makhil who said: I heard Ibn ‘Umar
say: “A man will verily ask Allah for guidance (i.e. istikharah) and so He
chooses for him. Then he is displeased with (the choice of) his Lord, so he

57 Its narrators were declared trustworthy by some scholars. The hadith was
narrated by Nu’aym ibn Hammad in “Ziyadat Az-Zuhd li-Ibn Al-Mubarak” (127).
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does not persist to look to the outcome, in which there has been placed
goodness for him.”>
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From (the aspects of) the love of Allah for His slave
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57. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Hamzah narrated to me and said: “Abdan narrated to me
and said: “Abdullah informed us and said: Sufyan informed us,
from Sulayman, from Khaythamah, from ‘“Abdullah (ibn Mas’tad)
who said: A man can verily be on the verge of an issue of trade or
leadership until he thinks that it verily has been decreed for him,
(while) Allah mentions him above the seven heavens and He says
to the angel: “Go and remove this from My slave. For verily, if I make it
easy for him then I will verily enter him into Hellfire.”

So the angel comes and prevents it and removes it from him. And
he continues to be pessimistic towards his neighbor (while saying):
“Fulan has verily harmed me. Fulan came before me.”

And nothing other than Allah has removed it from him.*

%8 Its isnad is hasan.
% Its narrators are trustworthy, but there is ingitd’ (abruption) between
Khaythamah and Ibn Mas'ad (radiAllahu ‘anhu).
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Four characteristics are the peak of tman (belief)
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58. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Hamzah ibn Al-"Abbas narrated to me and said: “Abdan
informed us and said: “Abdullah informed us and said: Baqiyyah
ibn Al-Walid informed us and said: Bujayr ibn Sa’d narrated to me,
from Khalid ibn Ma’dan who said: Yazid ibn Marthad Al-
Hamadani narrated to us, that Aba Ad-Darda said: “The peak of
iman is four characteristics: Patience with the judgment, being pleased

with the Qadar, sincerity in tawakkul and submitting to the Lord ‘azza wa
jalla.”e
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The Sahabah and being pleased with Allah
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59. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Hamzah narrated to me and said: ‘Abdan informed us
and said: “Abdullah informed us and said: Hisham informed us,

from Al-Hasan who said: “Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (radiAllahu ‘anhu)
said: “I do not care which state I find my family in when returning to

0 Its isnad is hasan.
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them; whether they are in a state of prosperity or in a state of calamity.
And I do not wake up in any state (or situation or circumstance) where I
wish that I was in another (state) than it.”®!
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60. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: And Hamzah narrated to me and said: ‘Abdan informed
us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us and said: Jarir ibn Hazim
informed us and said: I heard Humayd ibn Hilal narrate and say:
Mutarrif narrated to me and said: I came to ‘Imran ibn Husayn
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) one day and said to him: “By Allah, I will verily
stop coming to you due to the situation I see you are in and due to what I
see you throw.”

He said: “Do not do that. For by Allah, verily the most beloved of it to
me, is that of it which is most beloved to Allah.”

Jarir said: And serous fluids had gathered in his abdominal cavity
so he remained laying on a hollow bed for thirty years.*

61 Its narrators are trustworthy.
62 Jts narrators were declared trustworthy by some scholars.
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61. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ahmad ibn Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Isma’il ibn
Ibrahim narrated to us, from Yunus, from Al-Hasan who said:
‘Imran ibn Husayn complained (about something), so one of his
neighbors entered upon him. He then kept him (longer) during his
visit, so he said to him: “O Abii Nujayd. Verily, some of what prevents
me from visiting you is what I see you are in of pain.”

He said: “Do not do that. For verily the most beloved of it to me, is that
of it which is most beloved to Allah. And do not feel saddened for me due
to what you see. Do you see that if what you see is a punishment for sins
that have gone forth, while I wish for the pardoning of Allah for what
remains. For He verily said:

oégggfu;jéisjgém\w%j' L it (e &0L01 55
“And whatever befalls you of calamity, then it is due to what
your hands have earned. And He pardons many (other things).”
(Ash-Shura 42:30) 73

% Its narrators are trustworthy.
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62. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ahmad ibn Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Rawh ibn
‘Ubadah narrated to us and said: Hisham narrated to us, from Al-
Hasan, from ‘Imran ibn Husayn, that serous fluids had gathered in
his abdominal cavity so a bed was made hollow for him and he was
placed upon it for thirty years. He said: And the angels would greet
him until he was burned (i.e. a healing method) two years before
his death. Then when he was burned he lost the greetings. After
that, it was returned to him (i.e. the angels started greeting him
again when he refrained from burning).®
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63. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ahmad ibn Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Wak?’
narrated to us and said: My father narrated to us, from Mansiir,
from Ibrahim, that Umm Al-Aswad was not able to stand on her
two feet, so one of her daughters became worried (or scared). Then

she said: “Do not be worried. O Allah, if it is good (for me), then increase
it.”®5

64 Its narrators were declared trustworthy by some scholars.
6 Its isnad is hasan.
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In which state did you wake up?
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64. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: “Alr ibn Al-Hasan ibn Miusa narrated to us and said: A

man said: “I will verily test the people of affliction (or calamity).”

Then he said: So I entered upon a man in Tarttis whose limbs had
been eaten by gangrene, and I said to him: “In which state did you
wake up?”

He said: “I woke up, by Allah, while every vein and limb is hurting due
the intensity of the pain. If the Romans, in their state of kufr and shirk,
had looked at me, they would verily had felt mercy for me due to the
situation I am in. And all of this is under the Eye of Allah. The most
beloved of it to me is that of it which is most beloved to Allah. And as for
the amount (of body parts) that my Lord has taken from me, then I wish
that my Lord had cut off of the body parts through which I have earned a
sin, and that only my tongue would remain from me which would
remember Him.”

Then a man said to him: “When did this disease begin to afflict you?”

He said: “Is it not sufficient (answer) for you that all of the creation are
slaves of Allah and dependent upon Him. So when a disease afflicts the
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slaves, then the complaint is to Allah. One does not complain about Allah
to the slaves.”®®
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65. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: “Ali ibn Al-Husayn narrated to me and said: There was a
man in Missisah who had lost the bottom half (of his body) and
there only remained life in part of his body. He was blind (and
laying) upon a hollow bed. Then someone entered upon him and
said to him: “In which state did you wake up on, O Abii Muhammad?”

He said: “The possessions of dunya are cut off to Allah. I have no need
(that I want) from Him, except that He lets me die upon Islam.”®”
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66. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to us and said:
Khalaf ibn Isma’il narrated to us and said: I heard a man who had
been afflicted with a chronical illness say: “By Your Might, if You had
commanded the pests to chew me into separate parts, then by Your
(granted) success I would not increase in anything but patience and in
being pleased with You due to Your Bestowal and Praise.”®

% Its isnad is jayyid.
o7 Its isndd is like the previous.
% There is no harm in this isnid.
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67. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Abi Al-Qasim — the mawla of Banu
Hashim, and he had reached the age of around a hundred years —
narrated to me and said: A worshipper admonished a tyrant, so he
gave an order regarding him and his hands and feet were cut off,
and he was then carried to his place of worship. Then his brothers
came and offered him their condolences, so he said: “Do not offer me
condolences, rather congratulate me with what Allah has brought to me.”

Then he said: “My God, I am in the house of wishes looking at strange
things. My God, You show love through Your blessings to the one who
harms You, so how is Your love for the one who is harmed for Your
sake?”®?
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From the good examples of those who are pleased
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68. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us

and said: Muhammad ibn ‘Abbad ibn Miuisa narrated to me, from
Muhammad ibn Mis’ar Al-Yarbui who said: “Atiyyah ibn

9 Its isnad is jayyid.
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Sulayman narrated to us and said: I prayed the Jumu’ah prayer and
then I left and sat down with Yiinus ibn “Ubayd until we prayed
the afternoon prayer. Then he said: “Should we go to the funeral prayer
of fulan?”

So we walked towards area of Banii Sa’d and we prayed a funeral
prayer. Then he said: “Should we go to fulan the worshipper and visit
him?”

olfx

e ik B3 (G O s 15) 05 el 1 24T 2 d s Sy B g 1
MC@uu;u&mgwﬁMuu&v&;g%“’mgi;;mﬁu
é\"becmmwbbcuuj\dcubw;\ww:}i L et S8
*”°uL@Auu|L;JJm,\A;| wa\ﬂ“\‘g\;p “/M;S me,\,w

\}o'-cb\!\ ;Lw Q\MSJJWJ Le"“.,b-\ J}-\ j\a>-} &b\ M\ \J\ywj dL\nﬂM
wbﬁfbsijquﬁ\W@ﬁJﬁuquuj UJL;;”\.Q.@M
P il o iy e F1e5 008 Wl 383 Gl g o 1 5 o

PEEN ol pox oo T ool (2T odosdh s L ofos ak Zio logq
e e R e
gl Gl e BTasd Sig %

i Lol 14 g ol s

So we went to a man who had been afflicted by a disease to the
extent that his molar teeth had become visible. So when he wanted
to speak he would call for a vessel of water and some cotton. Then
he would put water on his tongue until it became wet and then he
would say some eloquent words. So when we entered upon him he
called for the vessel in order to do what he would do, but while he
was making his tongue wet his two pupils fell in the vessel. So he
took them and wiped them with his hand. Then he said: “I can feel
that they are greasy, and I did not expect that there was any (grease) left
in them.”

Then he turned towards the giblah and said: “All praise is due to Allah
who gave them to me and let me enjoy them during my youth and good
health, until I spent my days and my death approached, then He took them
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from me in order for Him to exchange them for me — in sha Allah — with
better than them.”

Then Yunus said to him: “We had verily prepared to offer you our
condolences, but now we are congratulating you.”

So he said: “Good.” And then he left (or stopped speaking).

Then we went out from him and we went to Abti Raja Al-‘Utaridi,
and we narrated our story to him. He then said: “You have witnesses
something good and you followed it up (with more good) when you prayed
the Jumu’ah prayer, then you attended a funeral prayer, then you visited
a sick person, and then you visited a brother. You have verily attained
something good, you have attained something good. And 1, by Allah, verily
attained something good (as well). Yesterday I recited more than a
thousand verses.””
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From the advices of those who are pleased
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69. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: ‘All ibn Al-Hasan ibn Miusa narrated to me, from
Muhammad ibn Sa’id who said: Ash’ab ibn Shu’bah informed us

70 Its isnad is da'if (weak).
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and said: Ibn “Awn said: “Be pleased with the decree of Allah of what
has occurred of difficult and easy things, for this will verily lesser your
worries and enable you to achieve what you seek of your akhirah. And
know, that the slave will not achieve the reality of being pleased, until his
pleasure in the state of poverty and during calamity is equal to his pleasure
in the state of being rich and during easy times. How do you ask for the
decree of Allah in your affairs and thereafter be displeased if you see that
His decree is in opposition to your desires. And perhaps if what you desired
in this had been given to you, then your destruction would have lied
therein. And you are pleased with His decree if it is in accordance with
your desires, and this is due to your little amount of knowledge about the
unseen. And how do you ask Him for His decree if you are like this; you
have not been just to your own soul, nor have you attained the issue of
being pleased.””!
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The most hated slaves to Allah
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70. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Abtt Hatim Ar-Razinarrated to me and said: * Ali ibn Salih
ibn Wasim Ar-Razi narrated to us and said: Muhammad ibn Al-

Hasan As-San’ani narrated to us and said: ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdir-
Rahman informed us and said: I heard Wahb ibn Munabbih say:

U ts isnad is da’if (weak).
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Dawud (‘alayhis-salam) said: “My Lord, whom among Your slaves are
most hated to You?”

He said: “A slave who asks Me for guidance (istikharah) in an issue which
I was proud of for him, and then he is not pleased with it.””?
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71. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Idris narrated to us and said: “Amr ibn
Aslam narrated to us and said: I heard Abu Mu’awiyah Al-Aswad
(say) regarding His — ‘azza wa jalla — Words:
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“Then We will verily let him live a good life.” (An-Nahl 16:97)

He said: “Being pleased and satisfied (or content).””
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72. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated to me and said:

72 1ts isnad is hasan.
73 Its isnad is hasan.
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‘Ammar ibn “Uthman narrated to me and said: Bishr ibn Bashar Al-
Mujashi't — and he was from the worshippers — narrated to me and
said: I met three worshippers in Al-Bayt Al-Maqdis, so I said to one
of them: “Advise me.”

He said: “Throw yourself along with (i.e. give in to) the Qadar, no matter
where it takes you. For this is verily better for the emptying of your heart
and the lessening of your worries. And be aware of being displeased with
this, so that the displeasure (of Allah) upon you is justified while you are
unaware of this and do not sense it.”

He said: And I said to another one: “Advise me.”
He said: “I am not a person who gives advice so that I can advise you.”
I said: “Let me have it. Allah will perhaps benefit through your advice.”

He said: “If you insist on being advised then memorize (this) from me:
Seek His pleasure by leaving what He has forbidden, because this will
verily enable you to achieve a close position to Him.”

He said: Then I said to the third one: “Advise me.”

Then he cried and started shedding tears. Then he said: “O my
brother, in your affair you should not seek any arrangement other than
His arrangement, so that you (if you do that) will be destroyed along with
those who were destroyed and go astray along with those who went
astray.””*

74 Its isnad is jayyid.
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He cries when his son becomes a martyr
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73. Al-Husayn narrated to me and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Hasan ibn As-Sabbah narrated to me and said: Abu
‘Abdir-Rahman Hatim Al-Jurjani said: It has reached me that Allah
— tabaraka wa ta’ald — has some slaves elevated in degree, except that
some of them are higher in degree than others. I went to condole a
man whose son had been killed by the Turks, and he cried when he
saw me. So I said to him: “What makes you cry when your son verily
has been killed in the path of Allah?”

He said: “O Abi “Abdir-Rahman, you might think that I cry due to him
being killed. Rather, I verily cry (thinking about) how pleased he was with
Allah when the swords took him.””>

75 Its isnad is hasan.
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From the advices of ‘Isa (‘alayhis-salam)
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74. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Idris narrated to me and said: Rawh ibn
‘Abdil-Wahid Al-Harrani narrated to us and said: Khulayd ibn
Da’laj narrated to us, from Al-Hasan who said: “Allah — ‘azza wa jalla
— revealed to ‘Isa (‘alayhis-salam): *Say to Banii Israil that they memorize
two letters from Me: That they should be pleased with the lowest of the
dunya along with the correctness of their religion, just like the people of
dunya are pleased with the lowest of the religion along with the correctness
of their dunya.””7°
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75. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Muthanna ibn “Abdil-Karim narrated to me and said:
Zafir ibn Sulayman informed us, from Isma’il ibn Ibrahim, from
Sufyan, from Salim, from Al-Hasan, from Abu Hurayrah — and he
ascribed it to the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) — who said:
“Whoever is befallen by pain one night and has patience and is
pleased with it from Allah, he will exit from his sins (and become
free from sins) just as the day his mother gave birth to him.””

76 Its isnad is da’if.
77 Its isnad is da’if.
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76. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Abtu Kurayb narrated to us and said: Al-Muharib1
narrated to us and said: Al-A’mash narrated to us, from ‘Amr ibn
Murrah who said: Ar-Rabi’ ibn Khaytham was afflicted by
paralysis. He said: So there would run some water (i.e. saliva) from
his mouth that would reach his beard. He raised his hand but he
was not able to wipe it. Then Abtu Bakr ibn Ma’iz got up and wiped
it off for him. Then Rabi1’ glanced at him and said: “O Abi Bakr, by
Allah, I would not love that this what I am afflicted with would be
(transferred from me to) the most arrogant against Allah from the people
of Daylam.”7
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77. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Abti Kurayb narrated to us and said: Al-Muharibi

narrated to us, from Sufyan who said: We used to visit Zubayd Al-
Yami while he was sick and we would say: “Ask Allah to be cured.”

So he would say: “O Allah, choose for me. O Allah, choose for me.”*

78 Translator: Daylam is a people from the non-Arabs that lived in the outskirts of
Azerbaijan.

7 There is no harm in this isndd.

80 There is no harm in this isnid.
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78. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ishaq ibn Isma‘il narrated to us and said: Waki” narrated
to us, from Sufyan, from Abt Hayyan At-Taymi who said: They
entered upon Suwayd ibn Math’abah — and he was from the best of
the companions of “Abdullah — while his family was saying to him:
“May my soul be taken instead of yours, should we not feed you? Should
we not give you something to drink?”

He said: So he answered in a weak voice: “The hips have hardened
(due to laying for so long due to extended disease) and the laying down
has been prolonged. By Allah, it would not make me happy that Allah
decreases it for me by even the smallest amount.”$!
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79. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: “Ali ibn Al-Hasan narrated to us, from Mus’ab ibn Mahan,
from Sufyan regarding His Words:

€ o 55y
“And give glad tidings to the humble.” (Al-Hajj 22:34)

He said: “Those who are reassured and pleased with His decree and who
submit themselves to it.”®

81 Its narrators are trustworthy.
82 Its isnad is hasan.
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From the states of Al-Khalil (‘alayhis-salam) and his son

s 06 Lsath ot 2 hesy s 06 1 J s 16 Ged Gs - 80
Sl et W e ) o o) " ) e i gl 2 Bl 13 ks
&3 gy B g a5y a6 ST e J\jla..»d\ Sl g sés s xfy Jo
g LT ) o 038 B8 (U8 " s e 458 106 &gy Y aF Blssl o6 2

[103 :cbial] {oad

80. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ibrahim ibn Musa Al-Muaddib narrated to me and said:
Ma’mar ibn Sulayman narrated to us, from ‘Al1 ibn Salih Al-Bakka,
that Ibrahim (sallAllahu ‘alayhi) when he lay down his son in order
to slaughter him he said: “O father, tighten my shackles. Because I
verily fear that you will look at me while you are about to slaughter me,
and then you will not follow through on the command of your Lord. Or
that I look at you while you are about to slaughter me, and I will not let
follow through on the command of your Lord.”

He said: So he threw him upon his face (i.e. facing down). He said:
And that is the Words of Allah:
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“Then when they both submitted and he had laid him upon his
forehead.” (As-Saffat 37:103)%

8 Its narrators are trustworthy.
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81. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Yusuf ibn Musa narrated to us and said: Muslim ibn
Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Muhammad ibn Dinar narrated to
us and said: Abti Raja Muhammad ibn Sayf narrated to us and said:
I heard Al-Hasan say about His Words:
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“And when his Lord tested Ibrahim with some commands.”
(Al-Baqgarah 2:124)

He said: “He tested him with the kawkab (star) and he was pleased with
it (or Him®). And He tested him with the slaughter of his son, and he was
pleased with it. And He tested him with the hijrah, and he was pleased
with it. And He tested him with the fire, and he was pleased with it. And
He tested him with the circumcision.”

8 Translator: The sentence: “And he was pleased with it” could also be translated
as: “And he was pleased with Him.” So either it means that Ibrahim was pleased
with what he was tested with, or that He was pleased with Allah putting him in
these situations. And for me both meanings are the same.

8 Its isnad is hasan.
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The description of ‘“Umar ibn ‘Abdil-*Aziz after the death of his
son
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82. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ahmad ibn Ibrahim Al-“Abdi narrated to us and said:
Ya’'la ibn Al-Harith Al-Muharibi narrated to us and said: My father
narrated to us, from Sulayman ibn Habib who said: When “Abdul-
Malik ibn ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil-“Aziz dies, Hisham ibn Al-Ghaz
entered upon him and condoled him. Then “Umar said: “And I seek
refuge with Allah from having love for any of the affairs that opposes the
love for Allah. For verily this will verily not benefit me in His testing of
me and His goodness towards me.”
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83. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Hakam ibn Mtusa narrated to me and said: Sabrah ibn
‘Abdil-Aziz ibn Sabrah narrated to us and said: My father narrated

86 In its isnad there is someone whom I do not know, and the rest of the narrators
are trustworthy.
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to us, from his father who said: When “Abdul-Malik ibn “Umar ibn
‘Abdil-’Aziz, Sahl ibn *Abdil-'Aziz and a slaveboy of “Umar died in
days following each other, Ar-Rabi’ ibn Sabrah entered upon him
and said to him: “May Allah enlarge your reward, O Amir Al-
Muminin, for I have verily never seen any son like your son, any brother
like your brother, nor any slave boy like your slave boy.”

Then he lowered his head and a man who was with him (sitting)
upon the pillows: “You have verily irritated him.”

He said: Then he raised his head and said: “What did you say to me,
O Rabi’?”

So I repeated what I said to begin with for him. Then he said: “No,
by the One who decreed death for him — or he said ‘them’ — I would not
love that any of what has occurred would not occur.”s
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84. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Ishaq ibn Isma’ll and Ahmad ibn Ibrahim both narrated
to us and said: Isma’il ibn Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Ziyad
ibn Abi Hassan informed me that he witnessed ‘Umar ibn “Abdil-
‘Aziz when his son “Abdul-Malik was buried. He said: Then when
dirt upon his grave was leveled — and they put two pieces of wood

87 Its isnad is hasan.
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in his grave from an olive tree, one at his head and the other at his
two feet — then he placed the giblah between himself and him, and
he stood up while the people had surrounded him and said: “May
Allah show you mercy my son. For you were verily dutiful to your father,
and since Allah bestowed you upon me I continued to be happy with you.
And no, by Allah, I have never been happier, nor more longing for my
decree from Allah regarding you, since I placed you in the place that Allah
has driven you to (i.e. your grave). So may Allah show you mercy and
forgive you for yours sins, and reward you for the best of your deeds and
not hold you to account for the worst of them. And may He show mercy to
every interceder who intercedes for you with goodness; both present and
absent. And we are pleased with the decree of Allah and we submit to His
command. And all praise is due to Allah, Lord of all the worlds.” Then he
left.ss
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85. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us

and said: Al-Husayn ibn “Ali ibn Yazid narrated to us and said: A
man said to Fath Al-Musili: “Invoke Allah.”

So he said: “O Allah, bestow Your blessings upon us, do not remove Your
cover from us, and make us pleased with Your decree.”®

88 Its isndd is da’if.

89 Its isnad is hasan.
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86. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Al-Harith Al-Mugqri narrated to us and
said: Sayyar narrated to us and said: Ja'far narrated to us, from
‘Abdus-Samad ibn Ma’qil, from Wahb ibn Munabbih who said: I
found in the Zabur of Dawud (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): “O
Dawiid, do you know which slaves are the best?”

He said: “Those who are pleased with My judgment and allocation (of
provisions), and they praise Me for what 1 have blessed them with. O
Dawiid, which believers are the highest in degree for Me? The one who is
happier about that which he gives, than that which he withholds.”*
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87. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Yazid Al-Adami narrated to us and said:
Ibn “Uyaynah narrated to us, from a man, from Muhammad ibn
‘Ali, that some of his family complained, so he became angry with
him. Then he was informed that he (i.e. the person from his family)
had died and this made him happy. Then he was asked about his,
so he said: “We invoke Allah about what we love (to get), but when what
we hate (or dislike) occur then we do not oppose Allah in what He loved. !

90 Its isnad is hasan.
91 There is an unknown man in the isnad, and the rest of the narrators are
trustworthy.
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A man who does not care about what passes him by from the
dunya
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89. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Hartin ibn “Abdillah narrated to me and said: Muhammad
ibn Al-Hasan Al-Makhztimi narrated to us and said: Al-Qasim ibn
Nafi’ narrated to me, from Jasr, from ‘Amir ibn ‘Abdi Qays who
said: “I do not care about what passes me by from the dunya after
(reading) some verses in the Book of Allah, (and they are) His Words:
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“And there is no living creature upon earth, except that its
provision is upon Allah (to provide), and He knows where it lives
and where it is placed (when it dies). All this is (registered) in a
clear book.” (Hud 11:6)

And His Words:
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“Whatever mercy Allah bestows upon the people, then there is
no-one who can withhold it. And whatever He withholds, then
there is no-one who can grant it after Him.” (Fatir 35:2)

And His Words:
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“And if Allah touches you with harm, then there is no-one who
can remove it (from you) except Him. And if He touches you with
goodness, then He is Capable of doing all things.”
(Al-An’am 6:17) 72
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89. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Qasim ibn Hashim narrated to me, from Muhammad
ibn“Abdullah Al-Hadhdha who said: I heard Shu’ayb ibn Harb say:
“There is nothing in the creation which is lesser than fear and being
pleased.””
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90. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Hashim ibn Qasim narrated to me and said: Ishaq ibn
‘Abbad ibn Miusa narrated to us, from Abu “All Ar-Razi who said:
I accompanied Fudayl ibn ‘Iyyad for thirty years, and I did not see
him laugh or smile except on the day his son “Ali died. So I asked
him regarding that, so he said: “Verily, Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — loved
(for) something (to occur), so I loved what Allah loved.”**

2 Its isnad is very weak.
93 Its isnad is hasan.
94 Its isnad is hasan.
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The reward is equal to the deed
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91. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Fadl ibn Ja’far narrated to me and said: Yahya ibn
‘Umayr Al-“Anazi narrated to us and said: Ar-Rab1i” ibn Subayh
narrated to us and said: Al-Hasan used to say: “Be pleased with Allah,
then Allah will be pleased with you. And give Allah the right (which He

deserves) from yourself. Have you not heard what He — tabaraka wa ta’ala
— said:

G2 o5 c8E DG p

“Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him.”
(Al-Maidah 5:119) 7%

Be My happiness in you
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92. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: Abtu Bakr narrated to us and

said: Al-Hakam ibn Mtisa narrated to us and said: Al-Khalil ibn Abi
Al-Khalil narrated to us, from Salih ibn Abi Shu’ayb who said:

% There is someone in the isnid whose biography I could not find, and that is Yahya
ibn ‘Umayr Al-'Anazi.
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“Allah revealed to ‘Isa ibn Maryam: Have patience during affliction and
be pleased with the decree. And be as My happiness in you, for verily My
happiness is that I am obeyed and not disobeyed.”
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93. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: Abui Bakr narrated to us and
said: “‘Al1 ibn Abi Ja’far narrated to me and said: Asad ibn Misa
narrated to us and said: “Abdul-"Aziz ibn Muhammad narrated to
us and said: Hafs ibn “Umar narrated to us and said: The Messenger
of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) looked at a man who had bad

appearance and said: “What is the matter with you? And what is
your problem?”

He said: “O Messenger of Allah, I am concerned with what has gone forth
of the dunya since I did not do deeds in it, and I am concerned with what
my situation will be in the remaining of it?”

He said: “You are merely exhausting yourself.”

He said: Then he met him after this and his appearance had
improved. Then he said: “O Messenger of Allah, someone came to me
in a dream and he placed his hand between my two shoulders until I felt
the coolness of it upon my heart. Then he said: *Say: O Allah, provide me
with a reassured soul that is fully certain of Your promise, and that
submits to Your command and is pleased with Your decree.” So by Allah,
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I am not concerned with anything that has gone forth, nor that which
remains.”

Then the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “You
have verily seen something good (in your dream), so adhere to it.”*
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Rest and happiness lie in certainty and being pleased
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94. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Hasan ibn As-Sabbah narrated to me and said: Sufyan
ibn “Uyaynah, from Abt Hartin Al-Madini who said: Ibn Mas'ad
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) said: “Verily, Allah — tabaraka wa ta’ald — by His
justice and mildness, made rest and happiness lie in certainty and being
pleased, and He made worry and sorrow lie in doubt and being
displeased.””
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95. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Al-Hasan ibn As-Sabbah narrated to me, from Sufyan
who said: Al-Hasan said: “Whoever is pleased with what Allah has
allocated for him, then this will be enough for him and Allah will put

% I could not find the biography of ‘Ali ibn Abi Ja'far, and the hadith is munqati’.
The hadith has a weak witness in similar hadith of Abt Umamah. It was narrated
by At-Tabarani in “Al-Kabir” (7490).

97 Its isnad is hasan.
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blessing in it for him. And whoever is displeased then it will not be enough

for him and He will not put blessing in it for him.”*
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96. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us

and said: And Al-Hasan narrated to me, from Sufyan who said: “I

heard the mufassiriin (interpreters of the Quran) from all places say
regarding His Words:

{5y
“Benefit.” (Al-Masad 111:2)”
He said: “(Benefit here means) Please.”

Sufyan said: “He will never be rich before he is pleased with what Allah
has allocated for him. And this is the rich person (in reality).”1%
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97. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us

and said: Ahmad ibn Ibrahim narrated to us and said: Abt Ishaq
At-Talagani narrated to us and said: Zafir narrated to us, from Aba

%8 Its isnad is hasan.

9 Translator: The meaning of the verse is: “His wealth and children will not benefit
him.” And Sufyan — rahimahullih — says that the interpreters of the Quran stated
that the meaning of benefit here is ‘please’. And thus the meaning of the verse
according to this is: “He will never be pleased (or satisfied) with his wealth and
children.” Meaning: He will always want more.

100 Its isnad is hasan.
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Raja, from ‘Abbad ibn Mansiir who said: Al-Hasan was asked
about tawakkul, so he said: “(It is) being pleased with Allah.”%!
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When the command of Allah occurs we are pleased with it
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98. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Asad ibn “Ammar At-Taymi narrated to me and said:
Sa’id ibn ‘Amir narrated to us, from Juwayriyyah ibn Asma, from
Nafi” who said: A son (of his) complained to “Abdullah ibn “‘Umar
so his concern for him increased, until some of the people said: “We
verily fear for this old man that something will happen to him because of
this young boy.”

Then the boy died and Ibn ‘Umar went out and attended his funeral
prayer, and there was no man who showed more happiness than
him. So he was asked about this, and Ibn “Umar said: “It was verily
a mercy for him. And when the command of Allah occurs then we are
pleased with it.”1?

101 There is someone unknown in the isndd, and that is Abt Raja.
102 There is someone in the isnad whose status is unknown, and that is Asad ibn
‘Ammar At-Taymi.
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Glad tidings to a man who is pleased in his heart
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99. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: “Ali ibn Al-Hasan narrated to me and said: “Abdul-Wahid
ibn Habib Ad-Dimashdqi said: In the Zabtur of Dawud (sallAllahu
‘alayhi) (it says): “Glad tidings to a man in whose heart Allah looks into
to see pleasure (with the decree of Allah) in order for Him to make a great
reward obligatory (for him). And glad tidings to the one who is not
concerned with the concerns of the people, and if an anger (in himself) that
contains disobedience presents itself to him he restrains the rage with
mildness.”1%
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100. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: ‘Abdullah narrated to us
and said: “Ubaydullah ibn Jarir Al-“Ataki narrated to me and said:
‘Ali ibn “Uthman ibn “Abdil-Hamid narrated to us and said: My
father narrated to me and said: From Ziyad ibn Zadan who said:
‘Umar ibn “Abdil-"Aziz said: “I have never been in any situation from
the situations in dunya where it would have made me happy to be in
another (situation) than it.”1%

103 There is someone in the isnad whose status is unknown, and that is ‘Abdul-
Wahid ibn Habib Ad-Dimashd.

104 There is someone in the isnad whom I do not know, and that is ‘Ubaydullah
ibn Jarir Al- Ataki.
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Three (things) are enough for the slave in his dunya and akhirah
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101. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Nasr ibn ‘Al said: My father narrated to me, from
Shaddad ibn Sa’id Ar-Rasibi, from Ghaylan ibn Jarir who said:
“Whoever has been given rida (being pleased), tawakkul (putting ones
trust in Allah) and tafwid (leaving all affairs up to Allah), he has been
given what is sufficient.”1%
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The status of war’ (fear) in relation to zuhd (asceticism)
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102. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: Muhammad ibn Ishaq Ath-Thaqafi narrated to me, from
Ahmad ibn Abi Al-Hawari who said: I heard Abu Sulayman (i.e.

Ad-Darani) say: “I do not know any limit for being pleased, nor a limit
for asceticism, nor a limit for fear (of Allah). From all of it I only know its

17

way.

105 Jts isnad is hasan.
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Ahmad said: I narrated this to his son Sulayman so he said: “But I
know it: Whoever is pleased with everything, he has verily reached the
limit of being pleased. And whoever practices asceticism in everything, he
has verily reached the limit for asceticism. And whoever fears (Allah) in
everything, he has verily reached the limit of fear.”1%
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13. Ahmad said: And I heard Abu Sulayman say: “Fear (of Allah) in
relation to asceticism is on the same level as qana’ah (being content) is in
relation to rida (being pleased).”"”
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104. Al-Husayn narrated to us and said: “Abdullah narrated to us
and said: And Muhammad ibn Ishaq narrated to me and said: It
was said to some of the scholars: “By what does the people of rida (being
pleased) attain (the level of) rida?” He said: “By having knowledge. And
verily is being pleased a branch from the branches of knowledge. 1%

The book is completed. And all praise is due to Allah, the Lord
of all the worlds. And may the peace and abundant blessing of
Allah be upon our master Muhammad and his family.

106 Jts narrators are trustworthy.
107 Its narrators are trustworthy.
108 Jts narrators are trustworthy.
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